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E-mail: lforbes@lakeheadu.ca                   Office Hours: Monday and Wednesday 9.30-10.30
Course Description
Sociology of Aging provides an analytical framework for understanding the interplay between human lives and changing social structures. This course is designed to provide students with an overview of sociology of aging. Topics covered will include: aging as a social process, population aging, theory and research, social inequality and social change, the lived environment, family ties, relationships, economic security, social networks and social participation in later life, social support and public policy for an aging population, health in later life, housing, ageism, elderly rights, and elderly in developing countries.

Text
Bond, John, Sheila Peace, Freya Dittman-Kohli, and Gerben Westerhof, eds. 2007. Ageing in Society. 3rd edition. London: Sage Publications.
Course Requirements

Students are expected to attend class regularly and actively participate in class discussions. As well, reading assignments are to be completed on time. The reading list and dates of assigned readings are attached to this syllabus. Your assignment is to be handed in on the date outlined below. Late assignments are penalized at the rate of 5 marks a day. 

Evaluation



Marks



Due Dates
Mid-term Examination

25%



October 14, 2009


Research Paper


25%



November 11, 2009
Presentation



10%



November 16-23, 2009
Participation



10%



Throughout the course

Final Examination


30%



Set by the registrar






100%
Examinations

The examinations will incorporate lectures, class discussions, films and assigned readings. 
Research Paper
The media is a prevalent influence in North America and has a significant effect on the manner in which we view aging and old age. This assignment is designed to examine the media’s portrayal of aging. For this assignment you will conduct content analysis on a media source of your choice. Your analysis will focus on aging and its presentation in the media you are investigating. We will discuss this assignment in detail in class.

Your paper is to be 6 to 8 pages in length, double-spaced, and 12 font. 
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NO ASSIGNMENTS WILL BE HANDED IN ELECTRONICALLY.
Presentation
You will have 5 to 10 minutes to make a class presentation on the findings from your content analysis. You will choose the manner in which to present your research: verbal, poster, power point, etc. You are welcome to use more than one means of presentation. 
Participation

Your participation mark is based on your contribution to class discussions. During the class you will be given group questions for discussion and your group will compile a report of that discussion. Those who participated will sign their name to the report and the report will be handed in at the end of the class. 

American Sociological Association (ASA)

All assignments in the Department of Sociology are to follow the ASA (American Sociological Association) style guide. The guide can be accessed on the web.

A version of ASA can be found at: http://www.asaonline.com/Secure/docs/ASA%20Style%20Guide.pdf
Plagiarism
Plagiarism is unacceptable and subject to various sanctions. Please see the university regulations section on academic dishonesty in the Lakehead University Calendar.

Medical or Compassionate Consideration
Should you require academic consideration for medical or compassionate reasons, you will need a note from a physician or counsellor. Please refer to the current Lakehead University Calendar for detailed information.  

Please Note: I do try to answer e-mail in a timely fashion. I do guarantee a response during my regularly scheduled office hours. I do not discuss marks through e-mail.

Tentative Reading and Lecture Schedule
Monday, September 14
Welcome to Sociology of Aging

Introductions

Course Outline 
Wednesday, September 16
Lecture: The Ageing World

Reading: Chapter 1
Monday, September 21
Lecture: The Ageing World

Reading: No Reading Assigned
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Wednesday, September 23
Lecture: Social Theory and Social Ageing

Reading: Chapter 4
Monday, September 28
Lecture: Social Theory and Social Ageing

Lecture – Begin: Researching Ageing

Reading: Chapter 5

Wednesday, September 30
Lecture: Researching Ageing

Reading: Balso and Lewis Chapter 8: Indirect or Nonreactive Methods Pp. 180-194. On reserve in the library
Reading: Strand and Weiss Chapter 6: Nonreactive Research: Content Analysis Pp. 165-174. On reserve in the library

Monday, October 5
Lecture: Health and Dependency in Later Life

Reading: Chapter 6

Wednesday, October 7 
Lecture: Social Protection: Incomes, Poverty and the Reform of Pension Systems

Reading: Chapter 7

Monday, October 12
Thanksgiving Holiday
Wednesday, October 14
Mid-Term Examination 
Monday, October 19
Wednesday, October 21 
Lecture: Social Protection: Incomes, Poverty and the Reform of Pension Systems

Reading: Myles: Social Policy in Canada Pp. 180-189. On reserve in the library
Monday, October 26
Lecture: Social Protection: Incomes, Poverty and the Reform of Pension Systems

Lecture - Begin: Work and Retirement

Reading: Chapter 8
Dr. Laurie Forbes

Sociology of Aging 
 

Fall 2009

Page 4

Wednesday, October 28 
Lecture: Work and Retirement
Reading: Katz Chapter 11: Spaces of Age, Snowbirds, and the Gerontology of Mobility: The Elderscapes of Charlotte County, Florida Pp. 202-231. On reserve in the library
Monday, November 2
Lecture: Personal Relationships in Later Life

Reading: Chapter 9
Wednesday, November 4 
Lecture: Environment and Ageing

Reading: Chapter 10
Monday, November 9
Lecture: Environment and Ageing

Reading: Katz Chapter 7: Busy Bodies: Activity, Aging, and the Management of Everyday Life Pp. 121-139. On reserve in the library

Wednesday, November 11
Lecture: Meanings of Ageing and Old Age: Discursive Contexts, Social Attitudes and Personal Identities
Reading: Chapter 11
Monday, November 16
Presentations
Remaining class time will be used to finish: Meanings of Ageing and Old Age: Discursive Contexts, Social Attitudes and Personal Identities

Wednesday, November 18
Presentations
Remaining class time will be used to finish: Meanings of Ageing and Old Age: Discursive Contexts, Social Attitudes and Personal Identities

Monday, November 23
Presentations 
Remaining class time will be used to finish: Meanings of Ageing and Old Age: Discursive Contexts, Social Attitudes and Personal Identities

Wednesday, November 25
Lecture: Self and Life Management: Wholesome Knowledge for the Third Age
Reading: Chapter 13
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Monday, November 30
Lecture: Self and Life Management: Wholesome Knowledge for the Third Age
Reading: Penning and Wasyliw: Homebound Learning Opportunities: Reaching Out to Older Shut-ins and Their Caregivers Pp. 285-291. On reserve in the library 
Wednesday, December 2
Lecture: Ageing into the Future 

Reading: Chapter 14 
Thursday, December 3
This is a university scheduled class day to make-up for the Thanksgiving holiday Monday.

Lecture: Catch-up Class 
